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Alton Renerick Clark was a Texas magician and businessman. Known simply as 
Ren to most, he was born in Cross Cut, Texas on August 4, 1904. He received 
his Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering from the Texas A&M 
College in 1924 and later worked as a bank clerk, engineer, manufacturer, ho-
tel owner, and as a board member for numerous companies.  

 

ENTREPRENEUR 
Ren owned considerable corporate investments and holdings with Texaco and 
other companies. He was heavily involved in the Double Seal Ring Company 

(manufacturers of piston rings) and served the company as secretary and treasurer, owned a candy company in 
Fort Worth, and had many other business interests including owning several hotels with his friend Desi Arnaz, the 
Cuban-born American musician, actor 
and producer best known for his role 
as Ricky Ricardo on the television se-
ries I Love Lucy.  

Ren had two wives. AŌer Bille his first 
wife past away, he married Genie, a 
delighƞul lady from Cross Plains, Tex-
as, not far from his birthplace in Cross 
Cut. 

Ren was on the Board of Directors of 
Ridglea Country Club and was very 
good friends with many notable peo-
ple of his day including friend and 
fellow magician Fort Worth Star-
Telegram vice-president Luther Ad-
kins, John JusƟn of JusƟn Boots, and 
oil baron and tycoon W. A. Moncrief. 

He was also a very good friend of A. C. Luther “The Father of the Ridglea Area” of Fort Worth, and Hank Green 
who with Luther built hotels and Ridglea Country Club, which opened in late 1954. An oil painƟng of Ren is sƟll on 
display in a hallway of the country club. 

 

MAGICIAN 
Ren Clark first became exposed to magic illusions and sleight-of-hand at six years of age in 1910 when Willard the 
Wizard came to Cross Plains with his huge touring tent show and illusion spectacular. At age twelve Ren began 
buying magic tricks from mail order magic catalogs and purchasing magic tricks from stores.  

Later Clark moved to Kansas City and then to Rockford, Illinois where he helped form a local magic club. In 1939 
he joined the Society of American Magicians, Chicago Assembly 3. Shortly thereaŌer moved back to Texas and 
seƩled in Fort Worth where he joined the local Dallas SAM Assembly.  

In 1940, Ren joined the InternaƟonal Brotherhood of Magicians, or IBM for short. Later he became the IBM 1942 
convenƟon chairman to oversee the organizaƟon’s naƟonal convenƟon in Fort Worth. He went on to serve the 
IBM as InternaƟonal President in 1947-48 and worked hard to make the IBM a true internaƟonal organizaƟon by 
visiƟng many countries.  

 



Ren was instrumental in starƟng The Fort Worth Magicians Club on Septem-
ber 6, 1940 when several magic enthusiasts began meeƟng together at Ren’s 
home to share their love for magic. In 1948 the club became affiliated with the 
IBM as the "Ren Clark IBM Ring 15, The Fort Worth Magicians Club." 

Clark entertained friends, performed for his fellow magicians, and donated his 
services to church groups, boys clubs, civic and fraternal organizaƟons. During 
WWII he performed for hospital paƟents and military personnel.  

Ren developed an Oriental act due to the influence of his friend Herbert J. 
Collings (Col Ling Soo) of London and later specialized in the performance of 
oriental magic. Ren adorned actual Chinese robes that once adorned Chinese 
nobility. Along with his headdress, Ren used facial makeup and mannerisms to 
look the part of a real Chinese conjuror.  

He had a small 12 by 16 foot stage built in his home with secret panels in the walls and an ornate dragon tapestry 
as the backdrop. The tapestry is now the property of Derek Kennedy, owner of Magic Etc in Fort Worth. Adjoining 
Ren’s stage was a larger living room/drawing room large enough to seat about 100 guests.  

He owned an array of highly collecƟble magician’s apparatus built 
by famous magic craŌsmen such as Okito (Theodore Leendert 
Bamberg), Yutaka Kikuchi of Japan, and Fort Worth illusion build-
er Bruce Chadwick. He also maintained a substanƟal library on 
magic and the conjuring arts. His library was special and included 
a secret wall panel that when opened, he could access a safe and 
a secure area for prized possessions. 

Ren’s enƟre home was majesƟc, adorned by many highly collecƟ-
ble works of art, many of them of the oriental flair. His bamboo 
room was built from relics leŌ over from his Polynesian Village 
nightclub that was part of the Western Hills Hotel, which was 
located on Camp Bowie Blvd in west Fort Worth. His home also 
featured an indoor/outdoor aviary where he raised finches and 
other small exoƟc birds. In the valley immediately behind his 
home, Ren maintained a guest house that he allowed visiƟng ma-
gicians to use. 

Clark was a member of the BriƟsh Ring; I.G.P. Club de Azteca of 
Gaudalajara, Mexico, the Ren Clark IBM Ring 15 of Fort Worth, 
Texas, the Swedish Magic Circle; Circulo Magico ArgenƟno; El 
Circulo de Magos Mexicana, Mexico, D. F.; All India Magic Circle; 
and the Singapore I.B.M. Ring No. 115 of Singapore. 

 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF MAGICIANS 
He was always emphaƟc in staƟng, “Ren Clark, founder of the Texas AssociaƟon 
of Magicians.” Historical records state otherwise. It was actually Herman Yerger 
who started the yearly picnics that became the Texas AssociaƟon of Magicians. At 
best, Ren was one of the instrumental magicians that led to the founding of the 
TAOM. He worked closely with Texas magic legends such as Herman Yerger, Ed 
Deweese, Doc Mahendra and others to help form the Texas AssociaƟon of Magi-
cians at the AusƟn Hotel, AusƟn, Texas in 1946. 

In 1945, Ren used his lawyers to draw-up the bylaws of the organizaƟon. The TAOM was then voted into exist-
ence in AusƟn, Texas in 1946, and the first convenƟon then held under the TAOM Ɵtle in 1947 in Fort Worth, Tex-
as. Later Ren would become a TAOM Honorary Life Member. 



Ren was also an Order of Merlin Excalibur member of 
the InternaƟonal Brotherhood of Magicians for fiŌy 
years of conƟnuous membership. More importantly, 
he was the recipient of the highest award that can be 
bestowed by the IBM Board of Trustees, the Medal-
lion of Honor. He was also MIMC (Member of the 
Inner Magic Circle) of London’s famous The Magic 
Circle and was featured on the cover of the organiza-
Ɵon’s periodical The Magic Circular in May 1990. 

In 1944 Ren contracted a run of boƩled bourbon called "Old Ren" as a promoƟon of his magic shows. His picture 
complete with top hat appears on the boƩle with a moƩo, "There's Magic In Its Taste.” 

 

POLYNESIAN VILLAGE 
A popular gathering place in the 1950's was A. C. Luther’s and Hank Green’s fabu-
lous Western Hills Hotel, a resort hotel that stood at 6451 Camp Bowie Boulevard 
in Fort Worth, Texas, only a couple of blocks from the main entrance to Ridglea 
Country Club.  

Due in part to the Convair Plant (Consolidated Vultee AircraŌ CorporaƟon, now 
Lockheed MarƟn) and subsequent explosive growth of Fort Worth in the area, the 
hotel was an instant success. It boasted over 200 rooms, detached cabanas, and 
honeymoon coƩages. The hotel also maintained the first hotel heliport. Guests 
were welcome to fly in and enjoy the Branding Room restaurant and dine under 
the watchful eye of a fabulous western mural painted by Fort Worth arƟst Emily 
Guthrie Smith. 

Also in the hotel was Ren Clark’s swank 
nightclub restaurant called the Polyne-
sian Village. Operated someƟme during 
the Ɵme from 1951 unƟl the hotel 
burned down in 1969, the club was rich-
ly decorated with bamboo, tapa cloth, 
floats, lights, thatch and peacock chairs. 
Light fixtures were made from the shells 
of huge hawksbill turtles and elephant 
tusks marked door entrances. The 
nightclub had various rooms including 
the TahiƟan Room, the Hawaiian Room, 
the Samoan Hut, and the Cannibal 
Cocktail Lounge. Its signature Ɵki was 
carved by Milan Guanko.  

For entertainment at his Polynesian 
Village, Ren oŌen performed a magic 
act. His performances were never per-

formed for a specific run. Rather his performances was performed as Ren had the Ɵme and uncƟon for friends 
and special guests. Other magicians such as the late Bob UƩer also went table-to-table to entertain the patrons.  

As a souvenir, patrons could purchase a grotesque mug made to look like a severed head, items that since have 
become very collecƟble. The bar had a tropical rainstorm that occurred about every half hour. The lights dimmed, 
a sound system played the sound of driving rain on a thatched roof, and lightning flashed. The Sunken Galleon 
bar was famous for its “mermaid,” a topless young woman who swam in fish tail costume in the giant aquarium 
behind the bar. 



When I-30 was built and took much of the highway traffic 
away from Camp Bowie and Hwy 80, Hank Green sold the 
hotel and built the Green Oaks Inn in 1965 at the Green 
Oaks and I-30 intersecƟon.  

The Western Hills Hotel burned in 1969 and subsequently 
was demolished. Currently a Winn Dixie grocery store sets 
on the former site of the hotel. 

Even in his eighƟes, Ren Clark was sƟll aƩending local 
magic club meeƟngs and occasional state and naƟonal 
magic convenƟons.  

Clark passed away at age 86 in Fort Worth, Texas in on 
May 3, 1991 due to complicaƟons of cancer. The eulogy at 
his funeral was read by past president of the InternaƟonal 
Brotherhood of Magicians Roger Crabtree, with two family 
members and magicians David Hirabayashi, Derek Kenne-
dy, Bill Palmer, and Bruce Chadwick as pallbearers. 















This article is reproduced with permission by the Society of American Magicians. This article 
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